Occurrence of antibodies to protease-treated histones in a patient with vasculitis.
We describe the presence of IgG antibodies reacting with histones previously treated with proteases in a patient with vasculitis. The patient's serum did not react with nontreated histones and when several enzymes were tested separately, only alpha-chymotrypsin reproduced the effect. Reactivity was directed against histone fraction H2B and no other autoantibody was found in the patient's serum. This could represent an autoantigen-driven response, histones hydrolyzed in vivo with proteases being the immunogenic stimulus. Diagnostic and pathogenic implications derived from the existence of such autoantibodies are discussed.